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mercenaries to complete the works of death, desolation, and
tyranny, already begun, with circumstances of cruelty and
perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and
totally unworthy the head of a civilized nation/' It was
for these reasons, and after failing in all constitutional
manner of petitioning, as they said, that they " Solemnly
publish and declare., that these Uniicd Colonies arc,, and
of right ought to be, free and independent states; that they
are absolved from all allegiance to the British Crown, and
that all political connection between them and the state of
Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally dissolved ; and
that, as free and independent states, they have full power to
levy war, conclude peace, contract alliances, establish com-
merce, and do all other acts and things which independent
states may of right do/'
This Declaration of Independence may fitly be called
the preamble to the Articles of Confederation drawn up and
assented to by the thirteen stales* on !5th November 1777,
By a curious coincidence the number of articles was also
thirteen. The second article reserved nil sovereignty,
freedom and power to the several states, which were not
definitely assigned to the United States in Congress assem-
bled. The third article declared that the states entered
"into a firm league of friendship with each other for their
common defence, the security of their liberties, and their
mutual and general welfare *'. The United States in Con-
gress assembled had the sole right to enter into international
affairs, to regulate the uniformity of coins and weights and
measures, to take charge o£ the land and naval forces, to
settle all disputes arising between two or more states, to
regulate commerce and to establish and regulate post-offices,
* These thirteen states were :—
New Hampshire, Massachuaels Bay, Ehode Island and Providence
Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware,"
Maryland^ Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, afcd Georgia,

